VICKI RICHARDS, Violinist  Composer  Improviser  Educator
Collaborations
-Ongoing With Choreographer Dale Andree. Mary Street Music Theatre, Beginning in the 1980s-Modern Dance and Music


    
    

-New World School of the Arts, Trio "Music Is", for the Dance Dept., Spring Concert 2012

-Tanglewood, Lenox, MA with Sound/Data creator Marty Quinn in a NASA exhibit summer of 2010.  Using the data from the Sun, a movement sparked interaction with assigned pitches, sounds and dynamics of this interactive space. People walked through and triggered a variety of “musical elements”.  Although I am not a piece of data, I was part of the interaction with my violin and electronics. “On Parade”, a Tanglewood annual event.
-"Cars and Fish"  Art Basel Festival, Miami Performing Arts Center Installation-Gustavo Matamoros/composer- opening outdoor performance art for Arscht Center (on scaffolding, with playback also manipulated tracks & playing electronic violin live/improvised.)
-“ Nervous City Orchestra”, 2 seasons, Tigertail Productions, (Loosely structured composed and improvised live violin with this highly eclectic and unorthodox ensemble)

 -Dale Andree and Joanne Barret, Karen Petersen Dance Company, Miami Dade Auditorium, April. 2013 (live performance included my prerecorded tracks from the Everglades, my tropical backyard Pond Paradise with a variety of bird calls, Bufo frog chorus- simultaneously improvised for these concerts)
 -Karen Peterson Dancers, Composition and live performance February 2014 at Pinecrest Gardens * upcoming event*

-National Water Dance Project, Composition and live performance with Robert Thomas, April 2014, The Deering Estate   (incorporating nature with a new thematic composition, live interaction with the site) *upcoming event*
Awards and Grants  

Professional Development Grants: Awarded by the American Institute of Indian Studies, University of Chicago & The Smithsonian Institution 

Purpose: To study classical music traditions of Hindustani violin under guidance of violin master Dr. N. Rajam and sitar virtuoso Sri Amar Nath Misra in Banaras, India. Grant funded years: 1979 & 1985, 
On Tour representing the USA for Festival of India, 1986
Violin Teaching Experience

Private Studio, Miami 1981 – 2008
Private Studio, Massachusetts   2009-2011

Suzuki Method, Classical European, Alternative, World styles.

Gulliver Schools 2005
Notable Public Performances

Carnegie Hall, American Jewish Congress Contemporary Music Ensemble. Carnegie Hall, Indian group of Music and Dance with Sharron Weiner. 
Sangeet Samiti, India, soloist, Carnegie Hall, Indian Classical Music Recital, soloist, 1983, 
North India:  Performances in North Indian cities representing the USA for the International Festival of India, 1986, In New York City:  St. John the Divine Cathedral, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 
Theater of the Open Eye (developing music for the ongoing “Tales of the Panchatantra” Puppet Drama, The Brook, 
Brooklyn Academy of Music, (Premiere of Marta Pyatsynska’s Composition for Violin solo and Percussion Ensemble),

 New York University, The 1988 String Summit, 
House concerts, Riverside Chamber Orchestra, New York University Orchestra,
 Third Street Music Settlement, with Milton Babbitt

With PACE (Performing Arts for Community and Education) in Miami, 1980s, PACE with my ensemble Amazone, opening for Edgar Winter, Bayside (Miami)


In Miami-DANCE: With Choreographer Dale Andree, Mary Street Dance Theater and in conjunction with Karen Peterson Dancers. (Periodically from 1980s -2005, Miami)
FIU Wertheim Concert Hall, "Genres of the World", Sept 22, 2013, Classical Indian Music duo with Jeff Deen on tabla
Education

    University of Miami Frost School of Music, B.Mus. 1983

     Banaras Hindu University Music Dept. (India) 1979, 1985

     Institute of Advanced Musical Studies, Switzerland, 1974

     Indiana University School of Music, Violin Performance and Education, Bloomington 1973-74

     Rhode Island College Music Dept., Providence, RI 1974

Reviews 
 *Echoes NPR Radio, John DiLiberto-"Vicki Richards is a violinist who’s plugged in and globally wired. And she has been since we started playing her music back at the dawn of Echoes in 1989 with the original version of her album, Parting The Waters. Vicki Richards’ She Vanishes is an album of intimate moods, but expansive designs. It’s the Echoes CD of the Month for April, 2011"

*San Francisco Chronicle-“Mining an area of sound between world music and jazz. If she were on a major label with a big ad budget, you would already know Vicki Richards’ name because she would be a star.”
*Jazz Times Magazine-"Jaw-dropping agility on the violin is truly astounding focused and intense improvisation. Completely original, totally captivating, a startling journey through classical North Indian, Far Eastern and modern melodic styles, wrapped in mesmerizing layers of rhythm and harmony raging solos, majestic, delicate.”

*Billboard Magazine-   "New Age Music clearly a leader in the field. Parting the Waters is worthy of the highest possible recommendation. It’s an album that possesses genuine beauty, poignancy and depth of feeling so many extraordinary qualities that it achieves a rare universal appeal.”

*New York Times “Exhilarating performance… a purely Indian style”, *Miami Herald “An exotic tapestry of sound!”,  *Village Voice-” Vicki Richards sounds soooo sweet!”
Discography As Leader/Composer:

*She Vanishes, 2011
*Cleansing Water, Pura Vida (Sounds of Waterfalls, "Metamorphosis" track is violinistic/compositional interpretation of Butterflies emergence from chrysalis)
2009, Temple Street Music

 *Parting the Waters (Inspired by the waters in Negril Jamaica and my kalimba.an interaction with music and mature inspired the beginnings of this first public CD), 1989, 2003 Temple Street Music,   

   Original Release 1989, Edited and Remastered 2003

 *Temple Dwellers 1999 (Inspired by several visits to the Navajo Canyon de Chelly, AZ), Open Boundaries/Temple Street Music

  *Time in Between 2001 (recorded in a quiet way, incorporating a healing cushion of musical tones with live well tuned wind chimes for meditations and reintegration of the parasympathetic nervous system), Temple Street Music
 *Live in India, 1987m New Age Records,  *Quiet Touch 1988, New Age Records,   *Deep Night Ragas 1987    

As Collaborator or Soloist on a Recording:
*Hymns From The Hive, Layne Redmond (bees have a "song”. Their buzzing sounds can be emulated into an ancient Hindu chanting called Bhramari. Worked with Layne live in NY concerts (one is on You Tube, and in recording) Golden Seed Music 

*Nectar, with Jorge Alfano & Jeff Deen, *Dreams, with Jorge Alfano  *Windows, with Jorge Alfano, Alfa Music



* Invoking Aphrodite, with Layne Redmond (Greek based ancient scriptures, reference to The Melissas (Bees).  Emulating some Greek musical techniques and collaborating musically to support the story line and vision, Sounds True Records

Workshops and Lecture/Demonstrations, Music of North India: compositions, improvisations and translating the musical mystery

At String, Percussion, Theory, Composition and Jazz Departments

University of Miami, Frost School of Music, FL, Florida Memorial College, FL, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI, Brown University, RI, University of Connecticut, CT, Carleton College, WI , Suzuki Association of South Florida, FL,  Suzuki Institute, Aspen, CO, Lawrenceville College, WI,  University of Chicago, IL,  New York University, NY

Professional Services as Clinician

 Strings Without Boundaries Summers 2010, 2011, Duquesne University, PA

      American String Teachers’ Association Conference 2010, “East & West: Evolution of a Style”

     American String Teachers’ Association Annual Conferences 2003, 2006, “Alternative Styles Section, “Music of North India and Improvisation”

      The Berkshire School,  Music Department 2009

      Berkshire Music School 2009

      ASTA Alternative Styles Committee Member
 2005-2006

      Mark O’Connor’s String Conference, San Diego
 2004, Indian Violin Improvisation

     SASF Weekend Suzuki workshop, Miami
 2005 & 2006

 “Alternative Styles” workshops, Electric Violin and Processors

     Public School Arts Magnet, Dade County, Miami
  2006

“Alternative Styles” String Programs

Recent Radio Interviews

Echoes Show, 130 NPR affiliates 2011,  Berkshires Uncommon Beats   2011,  
WLRN Michael Stock shows…2010, 2011, 2012, 2013

Publications
My biography and musical contributions are noted in the following publications:

Improvising Violin, by Julie Lyon Lieberman, 1984, Columbia Pictures Publications
 

Covert Culture, A Source Book, Richards Kadrey, St. Martins Press, NY, 1993

A Brief History of Jazz Violin, Julie Lyonn Lieberman, American String Teachers’ Association, November 2002

The Billboard Guide to Progressive Music, Bradley Smith, Billboard Books, NY, 1997

 Published Articles
Indian Music: An Introduction for Musicians, American String Teachers’ Association, and May 2004

The Violin in India, Journal of the Violin Society of America, Vol. V No. 3, 1979

An Interview with Dr. N. Rajam, Journal of the Violin Society of American Vol. V No.3 1979

Professional Associations
Suzuki Association of South Florida, Board of Directors 1983-2009

American String Teachers Association (ASTA), Member 2000-present, Committee Member

Suzuki Association of the Americas (SAA), Member 1995-present

Association of the Performing Arts of India (FL), Member and Sponsor, 2002-2012

International Association of Jazz Educators (IAJE), Member

Ali Akbar Khan College of Music (CA), Member, 1995-present

